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Worship Service Evaluation

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Date & Time: Oct 25, 1992 Sunday 11:00 a.m.- 12:40 p.m.

Church: Beth Israel Messianic Congregation - Messianic Jews

Type of Service: Sunday Morning Worship 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

1. The church and atmosphere


This Messianic Congregation is well known by their activity through Christian Radio 970 AM.  Their main worship service is held on Friday evening following the practice of Jewish synagogues.  Its members are consisted of half Jew half Non-Jew embracing many different nationalities and ethnic groups. Its worship style is very evangelical while Jewish elements are mixed in it.


The church leases a warehouse building, which is converted into the sanctuary without having much renovation.  Chairs are set up around the pulpit.  A Torah ark was placed at the side of pulpit with Sucha.  No cross sign was there, instead there was a big banner of the Star of David with the Lamb hanging in the center behind the pulpit on the wall.  These symbols communicate the meaning of the sanctuary, Jesus Christ as the center, preciousness of the Word and Jewishness.  Surely this visible signs helped me to prepare my heart for worship.

2. Worship Order


11:00 
  
Candlelight with Invocation in the darkness





One Praise Song





Greeting one another





Praise continues





Introduce visitors





Announcement


11:35

Prayer ministry- Gathering by groups of 2 or 3 







and pray together





Shema 





Congregational prayer by the Senior Pastor


11:40

Worship through giving





Prayer by a lay person





Children dismissed





Dedication of a baby


11:50

Preaching (Eph 1:18-21)






Prayer 






Scripture reading by the Pastor


     


Closing in prayer







Application 


12:20

Prayer of inviting seekers to accept Christ





Praise





Congregational Prayer by the Pastor






: Repetition of teaching from the sermon text





Aaronic benediction in Hebrew and English


12:40

Time of hugging

3. Evaluation


1) Basic factors



A. Did the worship glorify God?  




: Yes.  From beginning to the end, God was glorified.



B. Was the worship Christ-centered?




: Praise songs, sermon, and prayer emphasized Christ as the center of the worship.  The Old Testament themes were reinterpreted in the paradigm of Jesus as Messiah.  They really worshipped God through Christ.  Christ-centered.



C. Were people inspired?




: People actively participated in the service through praise and response.  It was a real celebration of Christ's victory.  Quite a few newcomers responded an invitation after the service and accepted Christ as their personal Savior.



D. Was the worship moved by the Spirit?




: The service was presided according to the implicitly ordered schedule. However, I noticed real spontaneity in the process. 


2) Emphasis



A. Emphasis on Jewishness of Christ




: Jewish forms in Christian cloth




a. Highly liturgical 





a) Liturgical praise songs






: Psalm-like songs with adaptation to Christian perspective.





b) Invocation, Shema, Aaronic benediction in Hebrew and English




b. No Use of Creeds, the Lord's Prayer.




b. Visual signs 





a) Forms: Rich Jewish Symbolism





b) Hebrew worship dance





c) Sign Language



B. Pulpit-centered Worship




a. Sequence: In the end 




b. Content 





a) Heavily evangelistic sermon





b) Instructional 






: Frequent use of Greek and Hebrew




c. Time: Major portion



C. Frequent Prayer 



D. Spontaneous and Participatory




a. Variety of participation by the congregation





a) Sign language teams in praise





b) Worship dance going on in the isle.




b. No explicit fixed order


3) Movement of the service



A. Mostly cohesive




a. Music





1. Balanced selection of songs






1) Familiar songs and unfamiliar songs well combined.: Well fit to the theme of the sermon 






3) It was liturgy-type songs in content but music was contemporary.  Fairly easy songs to follow.






4) Direction in harmony with the service





2. Leading






: Led by the Senior Pastor.  Worship team was in a good harmony with the leader.





4. Congregational praise






: No choir




b. Sermon





: The theme well fit in the whole service.




c. Sense of direction





: Clear understanding of the order of the service.  Followed through well-planned order.



B. Well prepared service




: Worship team, the preacher, and ministry team were well prepared.  






C. Variety of Pace but a bit slow




: Started with the solemn invocation in the quiet darkness with the candle lighting.  There was transition of tempo from slow to fast in the praise then another transition.  Celebrative mood and solemn mood using variety of tempo really helped me to focus on worship.  



D. Balance 




a. Silence and Sound





: Service began/ended with silence.  It was very effective using silence and darkness in the service.  




b. Darkness and Light





: Use of a candle light in invocation was very effective.



E. Conclusion




Concluded with Aaronic benediction right after quiet invitation for accepting Christ.  Very appropriate way.  Real sense of completeness.


4) Weakness 



A. The Pastor 




a. He does too much.





a) He led praise with his guitar.





b) He prayed in public prayer.





c) He preached.




b. His beard and mustache.





: Cannot see his face at all.



B. Audio facility




a. Noise from wireless microphone when the preacher moves around.




b. A bit too loud.



C. Too casual




a. Building





a) Just flat warehouse building.  





b) Regular churchgoers may have problem identifying themselves to un-traditional environment.




b. No vestments at all




c. Offering basket: Plain bamboo basket



D. Music 




a. Unfamiliar songs





a) A bit extra-ordinary for ordinary churchgoers.





b) Heavily Old Testament style




b. No Hymns: Too contemporary





: Older people may not identify themselves.




c. A bit too slow songs



E. Hebraism




a. Extensive use of Hebrew symbols, liturgies, and forms. These may keep the newcomers from being acquainted.




b. Exclusivity



F. Sermon




a. Straight exposition, weak in application




b. Overuse of Hebrew language

4. Conclusion


I realize again that there is no perfect style of worship.  Since I left my church (Korean) in the last May, I have deliberately attended many different types of worship services and there was none exactly alike.  I believe that this church's style may be the closest pattern to the early Jewish Christian worship.  


It was highly liturgical, instructional, evangelical, Trinitarian, participatory and celebrative worship which was rich in visual symbolism.  


Overall, I consider that it was one of the best models of worship pattern I have observed so far.






