CM 852 WorshipPRIVATE 

Fall, 1992

Prof.: Dr. Dennis R. Borg

Student: Jintae Kim



Worship Service Evaluation

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Date & Time: Oct 2, 1992 Friday 8:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Church: 

Type of Service: Friday Prayer and Worship 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

1. The church and atmosphere


This church is known for its charismatic worship service, of which Friday evening service characterizes its charismatic trend.  Service was scheduled to start at 8:30 p.m., however, it did not start until 8:40 p.m.


When I entered the sanctuary around 8:20 p.m., there were only few people (seating capacity 2,000) sitting, some reading the Bible, some praying, others talking each other.  The Praise team was setting up the stage.  They were bustling until 8:40 and surely it did not enhance my preparation for worship.

2. Worship Order


8:40 - 9:00  Praise led by a praise team.


9:00 
   Choir enters.  No procession whatsoever.




   Sen. Pastor on the pulpit


9:00 - 9:15  Continue praise led by a praise team


9:15 - 9:20  Praise led by the senior pastor


9:20 - 9:40  Sermon Acts 19:1-7 





"Be filled with the Spirit" 


9:40 -10:00  Corporate spoken prayer.  Light turned off


10:00-10:15  Praise led by the Sen. Pastor


10:20-10:25  Offering.  Corporate singing.


10:25
   Hymn.  Benediction

3. Evaluation


1) Basic factors



A. Did the worship glorify God?  




: It appeared to be so, but in reality, it did not.  It was a poor show.  People were not ready to worship.  Neither were the leaders.



B. Was the worship Christ-centered?




: Me-oriented rather than Christ-oriented.



C. Were people inspired?




: No.  Cold.  No celebrative mood at all.  Sermon was not inspiring either.



D. Was the worship moved by the Spirit?




: No.  Humanly moved. 


2) Emphasis



A. Heavy emphasis on praise




: To boost people up for the sermon and prayer.  But it did not work at all.  Rather unfamiliar new songs made most of people cold.



B. Sermon as supplementary to Prayer




: Sermon was preached only to prepare people's heart for prayer.  Noticed lack of preparation.  Poor job done and no specific application either.  



C. Prayer as main event




: This part used to the main event for Friday evening service.  Lights were turned off.  People knelt down on the floor and prayed individually with loud voice.  A pastor prayed with a loud speaker all the time, which kept me from praying.  It was chaos.  



D. Lack of emphasis on the Scripture 




: Only once read.  Sermon text read by all congregation and Sen. Pastor together.  Chaotic reading.  


3) Movement of the service



A. No cohesion at all




a. Music





1. Poor contextualization






1) Unfamiliar songs selected.






2) Young praise leaders chose contemporary new songs which most of congregation failed to follow.  They were like a cold turkey even right before the sermon.





2. Wrong key






: The Pianist always played too loud with full base, even after the Pastor asked for different key.  Simply they did not know how to play with mood.  



B. No planning in the service




: Simply there was neither planned choice of songs to the theme, nor any planned theme noted in the sermon.



C. Pace of the service




: Almost all songs were fast-tempo.  Service itself was proceeded according to its usual pattern.  But it did not allow me to really commune with God.  No variety of pace at all.



D. No silence




: Always loud.  Amplifier was too loud.  All I could hear was deafening voice of either the Senior Pastor or a praise leader.  



E. Conclusion




Concluded with closing hymn and benediction by the Senior Pastor.  Yes, it did bring a sense of closure but it did not bring completeness to my Spirit.


4) Noises 



A. Monotony of pace and sound




: Too fast and too loud



B. Problem of attitude




a. Lack of preparation





1. Praise leader






: Song not accepted.  No sense of direction in the selection





2. Sermon




b. Lack of emphasis on the Word of God




c. Public Prayer always mixed with announcement.




d. Lack of reverence for the sanctuary





1. Use of front door (behind the altar) during the worship.





2. Attitude of choir and praise team



C. Problem of the leading




a. Too much direction




b. Too many commentaries between praise

3. Overall impression


1) Service: Miserable failure



I got mad at the way the worship service done.  Somehow they did show neither fire of charismatic emphasis nor emphasis on the Word.  My frustration level is even higher because I have known how this church served Korean community in this area during the last 10 years as the biggest and most active church.  I have been to their Friday evening service four years ago and I saw vital worship and presence of the Spirit through the active worship going on.


2) No fire in the heart



It seems that they lost everything and I did see much desire neither in the congregation nor in the Sen. Pastor.  People were down in their heart and in need of spiritual nourishment but they are not getting any.  Traditional emphasis of the charismatic churches on the filling of the Spirit seems not effective at all in this church.  Praise was long and tedious and it lacked vitality.  I could not see any celebration going on there.  People were weary before and after the worship service.  


3) Diagnosis



The church is dying considering their worship pattern.  They need a new vital leadership to breathe the power into their worship.  






