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I. Preparation of Heart



"Dim Light"


Prelude by the organist



11:00 a.m.



"Nearer, my God, to Thee" 


Confession and Quiet meditation

11:00 - 11:05



: With organ music continuing the same song


Prayer of Invocation: Worship leader



"Light on"

II. Scripture Reading & Praise


11:10- 11:20


Scripture Reading: "Psalm 23" (Choral Reading)


Hymns, "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"



  "Praise the Savior, ye who know Him"

III. Preaching


Scripture Reading




11:20 -11:25



: Responsively between the congregation and the leader



"1 Peter 5:5-7"


Anthem by the choir




11:25 -11:30



"Precious Lord take my hand, Lead me on"


Preaching of the Word of God


11:30 -11:50



"Cast all your anxieties upon Him who cares for you." 



(1 Peter 5:5-7)



Sermon



Invitation for confession and prayer 




(For any problem unconfessed)

IV. Response to the Word


Response in prayer




11:50 -11:55


Response in Hymn, "What a fellowship, What a joy Divine"


Response in Giving




12:00 -12:10



Prayer by a deacon



Short testimony during the offering




(God answered the prayer.)

V. Closing


Announcement





12:10 -12:15


Hymn, "The Lord's Prayer"


12:15 -12:20


Benediction








Commentary

I. Preparation of Heart


1. Overall context



The theme of this service is "Total dependence upon 

God."  In the first part, the congregation is prepared for the service by stopping all worldly thought and turning to God who wants us to come near to Him.  


2. "Dim Light"



Darkness helps people to transfer their busy heart to the solemn presence of God.


3. Prelude by the organist


11:00 a.m.



"Nearer, my God, to Thee" 



This song is chosen specifically for the theme and for popularity among the Korean congregation.


4. Confession and Quiet meditation

11:00 - 11:05



: With organ music continuing the same song



With a short direction by the leader, the congregation is invited to confess any unconfessed sins and also to meditate God's faithfulness during the past week. 







5. Prayer of Invocation (Worship leader)



Not to invite God but to acknowledge His presence in the worship service, we pray for empowering guidance of the Holy Spirit throughout the service.  As Jesus promised us, where two or more people gather in His name, He is there already.  Without the Spirit, it is impossible to worship.  We could worship Him only in Spirit and Truth. 


6. "Light on"



Mood changes to Praise.  Bright and lively.

II. Scripture Reading & Praise


11:10- 11:20


1. Overall context



Now both the congregation and the leader are really focused on God and are ready to acknowledge Him as our real Shepherd who cares for us and praise God for who He is and what He did/does/will do.


2. Scripture Reading



This is a section where we worship God by confessing our total dependence upon Him and His sovereignty with our mouth.  Psalm 23 is chosen because it is appropriate for the theme of this service "Total dependence upon God who cares." Several people in the congregation are selected to read one verse each from different locations to arouse attention and active participation of the congregation.


3. Hymns, "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"



  
"Praise the Savior, ye who know Him"



Again in this part, we worship God by praise for who He is and what He did/does/will do for His people.  Both hymns are chosen for the positive content and for popularity.  One hymn is for the Father and the other one is for Christ who is mighty and faithful.  We worship the Father through the Son in the Spirit.  Our worship must be focused on God, centered on Christ.  Most of Koreans do not feel comfortable singing gospel songs in Sunday Morning worship service.

III. Preaching


1. Overall context



Now the sacrifice of praise is offered and it is the time that God will respond to us with the blessing through His living and abiding Word.


2. Scripture Reading




11:20 -11:25



: Responsively between the congregation and the leader



"1 Peter 5:5-7"



For participation of the congregation, this part is going to be read responsively between the congregation and the leader.  This is the same text as that of the sermon.  It was chosen that way to give more chance for the congregation to meditate the content before the sermon.  Together with Ps. 23, which was already read chorally, this will make a good sequel for the theme from the Old and New Testament.


3. Anthem by the choir




11:25 -11:30



"Precious Lord take my hand, Lead me on"



A special music by the choir is chosen to better prepare the congregation's heart for the Word, nevertheless not as a conditioner but as a tool for communication of the message through the music.  The song itself is an easy gospel song which Korean congregation is quite familiar and the content is really suitable for the theme.  The choir is going to sing a four-part version rearranged for the choir.


4. Preaching of the Word of God


11:30 -11:50



"Cast all your anxieties upon Him who cares for you." 



(1 Peter 5:5-7)



1) Sermon




There are two foci in this text.  One is humility and the other one is submission to the will of God who cares for us.  We may say both points actually as one.  Here I want to emphasize the sufficiency in God and our total dependence upon Him.



2) Invitation for prayer 




(For any problem unconfessed)




After the sermon, I am giving them a chance to respond to the Word in the form of prayer.

IV. Response to the Word


1. Overall context



This is the last part of the service.  God gave us His blessing through the Word and the congregation is going to respond to God through their words and offering.


2. Response in prayer



11:50 -11:55



The congregation may have their own problems not prayed to God.  Here they are invited to do it with guidance of the leader.


3. Response by Hymn, "What a fellowship, What a joy Divine"



The congregation is now invited to shout joyfully for the blessed fellowship with God through Jesus and the privilege given to us.  


4. Response in Giving



12:00 -12:10



The congregation is invited to worship God through giving as an active part of the worship.  This is actually one of the most important parts, in which we reveal our heart to God and confess Him that we really depend upon Him.  Jesus said, "Your heart is where your material is."  We are actually offering all our life to Him through this act.  Worship does not stop at the closing of the service but continues in everyday life of the believers.  



1) Prayer by a deacon




Before offering is collected, a deacon is going to pray God to accept our offering as an expression of our total dependence upon Him.



2) Short testimony during the offering




(God answered the prayer.)




One of the church members is given an opportunity to glorify God through a short testimony (max. 3 min.) for how God answered his prayer when he cast his burden on Him.  This way the congregation has more chance to actively participate in the service and the worship through giving becomes alive by it.

V. Closing


1. Announcement





12:10 -12:15



I placed this part here so that it does not interrupt the service.  If possible, I would rather do without it.  Announcement is done by one of elders or a deacon.


2. Hymn, "The Lord's Prayer"



This hymn by Malotte is very powerful song.  It will give the congregation another chance to re-commit their heart to God before leaving the service.  It summarizes all our theology, faith and all sufficiency of God.  Again this song is chosen for popularity among the Korean believers.


3. Benediction










They always use the typical Trinitarian benediction formula in Korean churches.  The congregation would not feel completeness of the service without hearing benediction by the pastor.  My own wish is to use the Aaronic benediction by allowing people bless each other if the situation allow.

Afterword


I designed this service order for a Korean American adults worship service in Tri-State area.  For the second generation Koreans, it would have to be quite different.  Especially music will be completely different.


The service is designed not to last any longer than 1 1/2 hour to keep the congregation actively involved in it.  Preaching takes only 1/4 of time, which is not a typical way of our worship pattern.  I tried to allocate time evenly in all important aspects of the worship.  I wanted to include the Communion but did not this time.


I have tried to make this worship order as creative as possible however under the given context of the Korean church, there is definite limitation for what I can do.  We can be creative with no relevance.  I think this order can be used in any Korean church without much resistance effectively.


"My the Lord bless you and keep you in Jesus' name."




